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Study Location Map  
These guidelines affect the properties within the Central Business District Zone.  
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Purpose of Guidelines 

Changes in consumer behavior and a heightened appreciation for community and place have made 

5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ 

physical attributes and social connections must be maintained and improved.  

These architectural design guidelines are meant to: 

¶ Enhance the image of Downtown Manchester through the upgrade and maintenance of 

existing building façades; and  

¶ EƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

development patterns.  

aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ !ƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ 

image boosts commercial and community vitality when it successfully blends appearance and 

welcoming public spaces.  

Quality design and building façades simultaneously create pride in place and build market confidence. 

They send positive signals that Downtown Manchester is worthy of investing time, effort and 

resources. aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ leadership recognizes the value of this investment and encourages businesses 

in the downtown district to learn more about design guidance and ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ financing incentives. 

Key stakeholders (including but not limited to; Building Owners, Tenants, Residents, Clients and 

Customers) must preserve and highlight what makes this downtown unique: eclectic structures, public 

spaces, community facilities, ample parking, and an enjoyable pedestrian experience. A vibrant, 

healthy and attractive downtown must be clean, safe and aesthetically pleasing. This relies on quality 

design and positive public-private relationships. 

aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƛƴ its diverse architectural styles. Each building is a unique record of its 

place in time. Therefore, building owners need to carefully evaluate the design of any proposed 

improvements to ensure they make a positive contribution to the collective downtown environment. 

The guidance offered here aims to increase property values and encourage further investment in 

Downtown Manchester. While it provides flexibility to allow for individual expression, it also aligns the 

ǘƻǿƴΩǎ regulatory mandates, zoning regulations, and permit applications. 
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Protecting Historic Integrity (our diverse architectural history) 

Historic Downtown Manchester has evolved over the years resulting in a well-established downtown 

district on and surrounding Main Street. There are few vacant properties or new development sites, so 

these guidelines apply mostly to restorations or renovations. 

Past iterations of these guidelines defined ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ άaŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

downtown district, describing late 19th century red or tan brick structures with dentils, balustrades, 

and Palladian windows. Historic town reports provide an impressive inventory of each property in the 

district, including the era and architectural style of each. The 12 distinct eras represented in these 

reports are: 

Greek Revival 1830 ς 1880 Queen Anne 1880 ς 1910 
Italianate 1850 ς 1880 Colonial Revival 1890 ς 1930 
Victorian Vernacular 1870 ς 1910 Bungalow/Craftsman 1910 ς 1930 
French Second Empire 1869 ς 1890 Late Gothic Revival 1890 ς 1930 
Romanesque Revival 1840 ς 1895 Art Deco 1925 - 1940 
Mid-Century Modern 1947 ς 1957 Modern 1950 - 1973 
 

This architectural diversity of downtown Manchester reflects the evolution of the community, 

spanning the Cheney Mills expansion, The wƻŀǊƛƴƎ нлΩǎΣ post-war revitalization and Mid-Century 

Modern. 

Past restoration and renovation projects within the district saw efforts to replicate the predominate 

architectural vernacular (ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ style). While well-intentioned, such alterations 

compromise the individuality and integrity of a ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ original design. We hope these guidelines will 

prompt those contemplating improvements to embrace designs appropriate to a ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŜǊŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

will recognize ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ influential and defining characteristics. 

The pictures on the following pages illustrate that evolution.  They further illustrate that the challenges 

of building alteration and evolution as addressed in this document are not new.  From the moment the 

first tenants moved in on the ground floor, ŀƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪέ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ began to evolve as well. 
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As originally built, you can see the distinction of individual storefronts along the sidewalk. However, 
the architectural elements, such as the columns and pilasters connecting upper portion of building 

to the ground plane are clearly visible and reinforce the façade.  
 

 
The former Orford Hotel, 1991. 

As a result of later renovations, canvasing the front of the building and covering the previously 
noted architectural elements, the façade is not as connected or grounded as in the original design. 

 

 




















































